
enjoy refreshments.  (See 
page 6 for more photos.) 

   The second annual “Salute 
to Walworth County Veter-
ans” was held at Heritage 
Hall, November 11, 2014. 
After the National Anthem, 
Chris Jordan, Walworth 
County Veteran’s Service 
Officer led the Pledge of 
Allegiance.  A prayer was 
offered by Paul Rausch, 
United States Army, Viet-
nam Veteran.  Dan Richard-
son, President of WCHS 
welcomed everyone and 
introduced Bob Webster, 
Chairman of Support Our 
Troops Committee of Wal-
worth County who, after 
some short remarks, intro-
duced Colonel John Jansky, 
United States Army, Re-
tired, as the keynote 
speaker for the occasion.  A 
patriotic poem entitled “I 

am the Flag” 
was read by 
Lynn Allen, 
American Le-
gion Post Com-
mander  a t 
Genoa City.  
Veterans were 
invited to in-
troduce them-
selves giving 
branch of ser-
vice and where 
they served.  
Bob Webster 
then presented 
a print of the 
USS Wisconsin 
to be placed in 
the Veteran’s 
Room at Heri-
tage Hall.  Af-
ter Webster’s closing re-
marks all were invited to  

SECOND ANNUAL SALUTE TO VETERANS HELD 

WCHS ELECTIONS HELD AT ANNUAL MEETING 

  At the Annual Meeting 
of the Walworth County 
Historical Society mem-
bers celebrated the 110th 
year of the organization’s 
existence with a catered 
meal at Heritage Hall.  
After some short remarks 
by outgoing President 

Doris M. Reinke, Direc-
tor Frank Eames con-
ducted the annual elec-
tion of officers and board 
of directors members.  
Dan Richardson was 
elected President, Pat 
Blackmer was elected 
Vice President.  Martha 

Hay, Marra Andreas and 
Tom Kleist were elected 
to the Board of Directors 
for a three-year term.  
Ilene Sheahan was re-
elected to a three year 
term on the Board. 
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Watch For These        
Walworth County       

Historical Society  Events  

 

Annual Antiques Ap-
praisal Program at Heri-
tage Hall. 

Civil War Sesquicenten-
nial Activities such as an 
encampment this summer. 

Annual Ice Cream Social  
Event mid-summer 

Annual Dinner Meeting 
at Heritage Hall 

Veteran’s Day Salute to 
Veterans 11/11/15 
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Colonel John Jansky, U.S. Army, Re-
tired, spoke to the audience at the 

Salute to Walworth County Veterans. 



By Pat Blackmer   
Heritage Hall could not be lovelier.  The businesses and 
organizations that decorated Christmas trees 
for the annual Christmas Tree Walk and Bazaar did an 
outstanding job.  The 20 trees in the main hall 
represent a variety of ingenious ideas.  The 300 people 
that viewed the trees were asked to vote and the results 
are in:  the most original tree was decorated by J&J Sani-
tary Disposal of Delavan while the prettiest tree was a 
tie.  One was decorated by Mary Ellsworth who is a dog 
groomer and pet photographer from Elkhorn while the 
other was decorated by the Fuzzy Pig from Whitewater. 
The personal favorite tree was decorated by A+ Auctions 
from Delavan.  Each of the 20 trees was unique.  Napa 
Auto Parts from Elkhorn had a blue tree with a funnel for 
a tree topper and assorted auto part ornaments while 
Advantage Alarm Systems from Elkhorn decorated a 
white tree with reindeer motion sensors each coded af-
ter Santa’s reindeer.  The Blooming Prairie Questers had 
an aromatic tree with gingerbread ornaments while Cub 
Scout Pack #225 decorated their tree with handmade 
ornaments and Hair Techniques of Delavan offered 
candy canes with an incentive to frequent their salon.  
Austin Studios offered area photos attached to their 
tree, as did the Walworth County Genealogical Society 
and the Walworth County 4-H Clubs celebrated their 
100th anniversary.  Other trees decorated by organiza-
tions included Volunteer Connections, the Daughters of 
1812 and the Daughters of Union Veterans of the Civil 
War.  Doris Reinke decorated a tree with antique orna-

ments but to top it all, WCHS had a lovely peacock 
Christmas tree.   

HOLIDAY CHRISTMAS TREE WALK FEATRURES TWENTY-TWO DECORATED TREES 
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On the left the center tree was selected by viewers 
as the Most Original  and was decorated by J & J 
Sanitary Disposal of Delavan.  On the right the 
center tree ended up in a tie with the Ellsworth 
tree for Prettiest Tree.  It was decorated by the 
Fuzzy Pig of Whitewater.  

Above voted the Personal 
Favorite Tree was decorated 
by A+ Auctions of Delavan. In a voting tie for the Pretti-

est the  tree above was deco-
rated by Mary Ellsworth of 
Elkhorn. 



   

By Doris M. Reinke 

 

Citizens of Walworth 

County are viewing the 

unexpected early cold tem-

peratures with some trepi-

dation, fear-

ing that there 

might be a 

repeat of last 

y e a r ’ s 

weather.  The 

winter of 

2013-14 was 

one of those 

which will go 

down in re-

cord books 

like that of 

1946-47. 

Do you re-

member that 

one?  Schools 

were closed 

for days in a 

row.  Old 

photo albums 

contain pictures of chil-

dren playing on top of ten 

foot snow banks and cars 

in parking lots completely 

hidden by drifted snow. 

Snow removal equipment 

was pretty primitive back 

then.  There were no snow 

blowers to clear the city 

sidewalks.  The only tool 

was the shovel powered by 

a strong back and muscled 

arms. 

The highway department’s 

snow plows had a very 

difficult task trying to 

open the roads and keep 

them clear.  Despite all 

efforts there were some 

days when it was impossi-

ble to drive from one city 

to another. 

Weather forecasting was 

fairly primitive then also.  

As a result many motorists 

found themselves stranded.  

Motels rapidly filled up 

and school gyms were util-

ized for shelter.  In rural 

areas farmers made room 

in there homes and barns 

for those who found  them-

selves trapped in ever 

growing snow banks.  Gas 

stations along the way be-

came makeshift motels. 

After the storm ended, one

-way paths were estab-

lished by the highway 

crews.  Going from Elk-

horn to Whitewater or 

from Delavan to Sharon, 

the auto had to be driven 

slowly on the narrow 

stretch of cleared blacktop.  

When another car ap-

peared going the opposite 

way one of the drivers had 

to find any “turn out” 

space which was available.  

A great 

deal of 

b a c k i n g 

up oc-

c u r r e d 

b e f o r e 

reaching 

any desti-

nation. 

Yes, last 

winter is 

going to 

be talked 

about for 

a long 

time.  It 

was so 

hard to 

go any-

where on 

the snow 

and ice 

covered roads that shop-

ping slowed severely.  The 

weather conditions were 

even considered one of the 

reasons for the recession 

with its store failure and 

job losses. 

So we wait and won-

der….what will this winter 

be like? 

At least in one respect be-

ing housebound by snow 

and ice these days is less 

discouraging than in 1947.  

We may complain at times 

about the overuse of tele-

vision and video games, 

but they certainly fill the 

time during a winter storm. 

AAHHH. . .ANOTHER WISCONSIN WINTER 

“YOU 

CAN’T GET 

TOO MUCH 

WINTER IN 

THE 

WINTER .” 
-ROBERT FROST 
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Autos pictured above in a February 1936 UPI Press Photo 
were almost completely covered by snow on Highway 14 after 
being caught by a blizzard that swept through the Midwest.   



 

by Frank Eames, Contributor 

   

While the Ku Klux Klan with 

its white hoods and robes 

i mmed ia t e l y  t r a n s fe r s 

thoughts to the southern 

states of the US, there was a 

brief time in Wisconsin when 

Klan activity made the head-

lines here, even in Elkhorn! 

  It was the mid 1920s and in 

the absence of even a mini-

mal black population, unlike 

the southern states, the Klan 

took aim at the Catholic 

church. As a result, anyone of 

a protestant faith was sus-

pected of being a member 

and the suspicions were diffi-

cult to refute due to the ano-

nymity provided by the robes 

and hoods. 

  Racine and Kenosha were 

hotbeds of Klan activity even 

though the organization was 

statewide. Racine held a 

“klonvocation” on the edge 

of the city with an estimated 

30,000 Klan members in at-

tendance. Thousands of addi-

tonal curious onlookers 

watched from a hillside over-

looking the park as the 

cloaked members paraded 

around and conducted the 

traditional cross burning. 

  Milwaukee was not quite as 

enthusiastic as Racine and 

had only 4,000 members. The 

Klan even offered assistance 

in “cleaning up” Milwaukee 

but Mayor Dan Hoan replied 

in no uncertain terms that 

they were not welcome and 

the city had no need for 

“hoods and nighties” to in-

sure law and order. 

  Elkhorn did not escape in-

volvement with the Klan and 

there were probably a few 

citizens involved although it 

was only the two or three 

organizers who admitted to 

membership. The “Klavern” 

headquarters was in Darien in 

a building resembling a large 

cattle barn where the secret 

meetings were held, illumi-

nated by candle light or the 

burning crosses outside. 

  A cross burning was held in 

a farm field east of Elkhorn 

off Highway 12, preceded by 

a silent parade of hooded 

Klansmen through the city. 

Neither the parade nor the 

cross burning ceremony 

lacked spectators. There was 

a tense atmosphere in the city 

as citizens feared being ac-

cused of membership because 

they could not provide proof 

in defense. A town that had 

lived in citizen harmony, 

suddenly found itself in fear-

ful division. It was fertile 

ground for rumor mongers 

and a situation that made a 

vast majority of citizens 

heartsick. 

  My Dad, Claude (Mud) 

Eames, was running the Inde-

pendent at the time along 

with his older brother Cliff, 

who Mud always described 

as the “man of action” in the 

family. One day an organizer 

from Elkhorn came to the 

Independent office to recruit 

the Eames brothers. He made 

his pitch and Cliff gave him 

until the count of five to get 

out or be thrown out. He 

overstayed the warning so 

Cliff deposited him on the 

front sidewalk. 

  The rumor mill began to 

grind and within a week the 

story had spread that the 

Eames brothers had joined 

the Klan at Darien. The situa-

tion was distressing for the 

young partners and it got 

worse as within two weeks a 

number of Catholic subscrib-

ers had cancelled their sub-

scriptions. 

  In desperation, Mud ap-

pealed to his good friend and 

handball partner, Father Wil-

liam Eggers of St. Patrick’s 

church. He told his story and 

Father Eggers replied, “You 

are obviously telling the truth 

or you wouldn’t be here at 

all.” As he left the parsonage, 

Father Eggers told him, “I’ll 

see what I can do.” 

  Mud said he never knew 

what Father Eggers did, but 

after the first Sunday the 

Catholic subscribers who had 

cancelled out returned to the 

mailing list. 

  The high point of the Klan 

in this area was in 1924 and 

by 1928 it was all but gone. 

 

EVEN ELKHORN DID NOT ESCAPE KU KLUX KLAN ACTIVITY IN THE MID 1920S 
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KKK logo 

 

Claude “Mud” Eames 

“Liberty is a 
great celestial 

Goddess, strong, 
beneficent, and 
austere, and she 

can never descend 
upon a nation by 
the shouting of 

crowds, nor by ar-
guments of un-
bridled passion, 

nor by the hatred 
of class against 

class.” 

-Annie Besant 



  Trojan - 'a person who 

shows pluck, determination, 

or energy' The first time the 

term 'Trojan' was used in the 

East Troy area started shortly 

after the American Civil War. 

On December 20th, 1865, 

Mr. A.O. Babcock from the 

Town of Troy received a 

commission from the State of 

Wisconsin as Captain of a 

State Militia organization 

known as 'The Trojan Volun-

teers of East Troy'. Although 

Mr. Babcock had no prior 

military experience, he did 

manage to organize 65 men 

from the Village of East Troy 

into a militia unit for the pro-

tection of Walworth County 

and the State of Wisconsin 

from any hostile Indian at-

tacks or civil unrest. For a 

while they were the only mi-

litia unit in the County, but 

they were not issued any 

weapons from the State until 

1868 when the unit received 

a 12-pounder Bronze Cannon 

and limber with 14 rounds of 

ammunition from the State 

Arsenal in Madison. At that 

time local militia units were 

required to supply their own 

uniforms of choice which 

made for a very large and 

colorful display, similar to 

today's high school uniform 

bands, depending on the fi-

nances of the military organi-

zation. There is no record of 

what the boys from East Troy 

wore, but chances are that 

since the Federal Govern-

ment had ware houses full of 

blue uniforms left over from 

the Civil War that could be 

bought at a very low price, 

they probably took advantage 

of that. They were also re-

quired to supply their own 

horses to pull the limber. 

During that same time, Mr. 

Edward Hodges from the 

City of Elkhorn, also re-

ceived a 6-pounder cannon 

from the State of Wisconsin 

for the protection of that city 

despite the fact there was no 

militia organization in the 

city. The militia units of Wis-

consin would receive $100 a 

year from the State for the 

care of the equipment, which 

also included Mr. Hodge and 

his cannon. These were the 

only two artillery pieces in 

Walworth County and should 

there be any trouble, the boys 

of East Troy with their can-

non would be more then will-

ing to settle the matter.  

  Captain Babcock stored the 

cannon, limber and ammuni-

tion in his barn in the Town 

of Troy, and Mr. Hodges 

stored his cannon and ammu-

nition in the carriage house at 

his residence in Elkhorn. 

Lucky for everyone around, 

no fires took place. In 1869 

another Walworth County 

Militia unit was organized in 

the City of Delavan called the 

Delavan Volunteers under the 

command of Captain Myron 

Gregory. The 80 man unit 

was issued Enfield muskets 

from the State Arsenal. There 

had not been any hostile Indi-

ans in Wisconsin since 1832 

when Black Hawk made his 

trek through the State and the 

last time there was any civil 

unrest was in 1862 during the 

draft riots, none of which 

ever took place in Walworth 

County. The only action 

these militia units ever saw 

was the annual 4th of July 

Parade, and in East Troy it 

was the only time the Trojan 

Volunteer Battery fired off 

their cannon, in a salute to 

the 4th. 

  After 10 years of service, 

the Trojan Battery would 

disband in 1875 and the 12- 

pounder cannon and limber 

would be returned to the 

State Arsenal There is no 

record of Mr. Hodges 6-

pounder cannon in Elkhorn 

having been returned, so the 

whereabouts of the cannon 

remains a mystery. The Dela-

van Volunteer Militia would 

remain in service until 1882 

when they became apart of 

the newly formed Wisconsin 

National Guard. The term  

‘Trojan' did not disappear 

with the disbanding of the 

battery, the school children of 

East Troy continued to call 

themselves Trojans.  

  The term would once again 

become official in 1921 when 

a small group of young lady 

students from the East Troy 

High School formed a school 

poetic society which the girls 

by a vote named  'The Trojan 

Girls Poetic Liberty Society'. 

The boys formed the 

'Athenians Athletic Associa-

tion of East Troy High,’ 

which for them, the term 

'Athenians' was more favor-

able.   Football had become a 

popular sport for high schools 

in the United States and the 

National Federation of State 

High School Associations 

(NFHS) was founded in 1920 

as an umbrella organization 

for state-level organizations 

that manage high school 

sports, including high school 

football. The NFHS pub-

lished the rules followed by  

 

(See “Trojans,” Page 7) 

THE TROJAN VOLUNTEER BATTERY 
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East Troy High School’s 
Trojan Mascot 



A SALUTE TO OUR WALWORTH COUNTY VETERANS! 

November 11, 2014 , 1:00 p.m., Heritage Hall marked 

the date, time and place of the Second Annual Salute 

to Veterans hosted by Walworth County Historical 

Society.  Veterans assembled (top photo) for a group 

picture after introducing themselves.  Col. Jansky 

(right delivered a stirring keynote speech. Veterans 

prepared for and delivered the program (left and be-

low).  Vets and guests gathered afterward for refresh-

ments and to view artifacts in the Veterans Room 

(bottom photos).  For full story go to page 1. 
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The following items have 
been recently added to the 
permanent collection of Wal-
worth County Historical Soci-
ety: 

St. Francis de Sales Parish 
book (2010) 

Two volume set Brown’s 
History of Rock County 
(1908) 

Copies of 1948, 1962, 
1978, and 1980 Univer-
sity of Wisconsin--
Whitewater Minneiska  

yearbooks 

Hand-drawn map of the 
Town of Walworth 
(1844) 

Vintage press photograph 
of State Capitol of Wis-
consin. 

Framed etching of City of 
Elkhorn by Henning 

1806 Map of North 
America    

Archive of a variety of 
materials dealing with 

the history of the  Wal-
worth County Fire Fight-
ers Association 

  Collection of 1967 
news photos of Lake Ge-
neva 

Archive of real photo 
post cards dealing with 
various areas of Wal-
worth County 

Set of 3 “Pathways” 
booklets dealing with 
museum management 

“TROJANS” . . .CONTINUED FROM PAGE 5. . . 

Wisconsin Blue Book 1925  

The Anchor June 1921- East 

Troy High School Journal 

H i s to ry o f  Fo o tba l l -

Wikipedia  

East Troy Area Historical 

Society  

Special Thanks to - Mr. Don 

Trampe 

most local high school foot-

ball associations.  

  When there were enough 

male students in the Atheni-

ans Athletic Association to 

form a football team for the 

East Troy High School, an 

official school mascot was 

needed which would be voted 

upon by the student body. 

One can only speculate as to 

what happen next, but appar-

ently the term,' Trojan' from 

the Trojan Girls Poetic Soci-

ety won out over 'Athenians' 

for we now have the East 

Troy High School Trojans 

instead of the East Troy High 

School Athenians, which 

shows that history plays an 

important part in the develop-

ment of mascots for an area. 

Mike Wozny, Contributor 

Sources: 

Wisconsin Adjutant - General 

Report-1874  

Wisconsin Adjutant - General 

Report- 1876  
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Civil War Era 12 - Pounder Bronze Cannon and Limber 

Editor’s Note: 

Mike Wozny is a Director 
on the WCHS Board of 
Directors and Commander 
of Post 8 of The Grand 
Army of the Republic. 

GAR Badge 

RECENT WCHS ACQUISITIONS 

Hand-drawn  map of 
the fishing spots and 
types of fish caught on 
Lake Geneva. 

1960 Whitewater 
State College year-
book  Minneiska 

Collection of Elkhorn 
area “flashware” 
dishes 

“Crayon” prints of 
early Walworth 
County settlers 



 9 East Rockwell Street 
P.O. Box 273 

Elkhorn, WI  53120 

Phone: 262-723-7848 
E-mail: walcohistory@tds.net 

WALWORTH COUNTY HISTORICAL 

SOCIETY 

"COLLECTING, PRESERVING 

AND SHARING THE RICH 

HISTORY OF WALWORTH 

COUNTY  

SINCE 1904" 
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W Historic Photo 

Clearing the Rails  in Winter 
 

This historic photo was uncovered while digitizing the real 
photo post card collection of the Walworth County Historical 
Society.  Photographer and location are unknown. 

Walworth County Historical Society 

PO Box 273 

Elkhorn,  WI  53121 


